Locke’s Natural Rights The philosopher John Locke held a different. more
positive, view of human nature. He believed that people could learn from experi-
ence and improve themselves. As reasonable beings, they had the natural ability to
govern their own affairs and to look after the welfare of society. Locke criticized
absolute monarchy and favored the idea of self-government.

According to Locke, all people are born free and equal, with three natural rights—
life, liberty, and property. The purpose of government, said Locke, is to protect these  MAINISERY
rights. If a government fails to do so, citizens have a right to overthrow it. Locke’s Contrasting
theory had a deep influence on modern political thinking. His belief that a govern- & tow .d“s
ment’s power comes from the consent of the people is the foundation of modemn srvian nator il
democmcy The 1deas of govemmem by popular consenl and the right to rebel agamst from M of

The Philosophes Advocate Reason

The Enlightenment reached its height in France in the
mid-1700s. Paris became the meeting place for people who
wanted to discuss politics and ideas, The social critics of
this period in France were known as philosophes
(FIHL+uhesaurs), the French word for philosophers. The
philosophes believed that people could apply reason to all
aspects of life, just as Isaac Newton had applied reason to
science. Five concepts formed the core of their beliefs:
1. Reason Enlightened thinkers believed truth could be
discovered through reason or logical thinking.
2. Nature The philosophes believed that what was
natural was also good and reasonable.
. Happiness The philosophes rejected the medieval
notion that people should find joy in the hereafler and
urged people to seek well-being on earth.
. Progress The philosophes stressed that society and
humankind could improve.
1694-1778 . leerty The philosophes called for the liberties that
\oltaire befriendad several European the English people had won in their Glorious
monarchs and nobles. Among them Revolution and Bill of Rights.
was the Prussian king Frederick IL Voltaire Combats Intolerance Probably the most brilliant
s m'mnmq::ﬁx:‘d and influential of the philosophes was Frangois Marie
: . Arouet. Using the pen name Voltaire. he published more
than 70 books of political essays. philosophy. and drama. Vocabulary
Voltaire often used satire against his opponents. He made  Satire is the use of
frequent targets of the clergy, the aristocracy, and the govern-  7onY. sarzsm, or
ment. His sharp tongue made him enemies at the French ggwo?:?pi;::'
court, and twice he was sent to prison. After his second jail '
term, Voltaire was exiled to England for more than two years.
Although he made powerful enemies, Voltaire never
stopped fighting for tolerance, reason. freedom of religious
3 belief, and freedom of speech. He used his quill pen as if it
“miser, dirty rogue, [and] coward” were a deadly weapon in a thinker's war against humanity's
worst enemies—intolerance, prejudice, and superstition. He
RESEARCH LINKS For more on summed up his staunch defense of liberty in one of his most
Voltaire, go to classzone.com famous quotes: “] do not agree with a word you say but will
defend to the death your right to say it”
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